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Hixson Middle School  5681 Old Hixson Pike  (423) 847-4810 

HMS Newsletter  

November 2011 

      

The first quarter ended with more students qualifying for the Honor Roll than in the previous year.  We 

are proud of the progress our students are making and we have even higher expectations for the second 

quarter.  We are challenging all of our students to surpass their reading goals for the first quarter and 

to strive to make even higher grades for the second quarter.  We ask that each student set a goal of 

studying and reading for at least one hour each night. 

 

Walking through the halls of Hixson Middle School this week, would cause one to look twice.  The  

students and staff showed off their pajamas, favorite hats, team jerseys and most spirited wildcat outfits 

for Spirit Week.  Our creative students and staff have worked together to make this a memorable and 

fun week.  We will close out the week with Freaky Friday activities and the grand finale of the PTA  

Halloween Dance. 

 

On 11-11-11, Hixson Middle will honor those who have bravely served and sacrificed for our country.  

Our nationôs soldiers serve to protect our country and our freedom.  We invite our community to join us 

in their special celebration. 

 

Learning Together, 

Sandy Barnwell, 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principalôs Messageé.. 

    A Readerõs Creed 

I believe in readingé 

Because òonce upon a timeó still excites the child in me, 

Because dragons and fairies and elves live in the world of books,  

Because I can touch history or gaze into the future when I hold a book  

Because books are windows on the world,  

Because I can meet new friends and listen to their  

stories or visit an old friend again,  

Because words have the power to change lives  

Because books are butterfly nets for rare and beautiful ideas  

Because I can lose, and find, myself in a book,  

Because everyday a writerõs dream can be released anew, 

Because there will always be someone who says,  

òI want to knowó. 

 Children Who Read Succeed!  
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Happy November!  I can smell the turkey already!  Our Halloween Dance was a HUGE  

success again this year!  Thank you to everyone that pitched in and helped us make this a  

special event for the students.  Coach McElhaney made a really scary werewolf-prom queen 

and Tricia Julian did a beautiful job decorating the cafeteria.  The costumes were fabulous, 

creative and some were scary!  Congratulations to our costume contest winners! 

 

Donôt forget: throughout the month of November we will have FUN FRIDAYS.  Students can 

bring $1 on Fridays this month and get root beer or Coke floats; we will also be selling spirit 

ñstuffò throughout the month.  Please email me if you would like more information or are able 

to help with Fun Fridays: Lagoebel@comcast.net.  I will pass your name on to our Fundraising 

Committee Chairs. 

 

On December 7th, Hixson Middle will host the Hamilton County Council of PTAôs Legislative 

Brunch.  If you are interested in helping with this event of about 75 people, please let me 

know.  Also, please ask your children to use their very best manners that day; in attendance, 

we will have the Superintendent of Schools, County & City Commissioners, TN State Senators 

and PTA Presidents from all over the County to name a few. 

 

Lastly, we would like to inform you that Co-President Mendi Catlett has had to step down.  

She is doing some wonderful things throughout our county with inner-city schools and still has 

the responsibility of the PTA at Ganns Middle Valley.  She will still be a part of our group and 

active in our school, but we want to say ñthank youò, Mendi, for your time, your service and 

your dedication to our public school system. 

 

Sincerely, 

Leigh Ann Goebel, 

HMS PTSA President 

(423) 503-0654 

Message from your PTSA Presidenté 

 

6th Grade  
Camp Read-A-Lot was a success!  We are in the process of planning our next camp.  Please remind your child to 

read and record each night, compete 1 word study and 1 reader response each week and list completed books in 

the readerôs notebook.  We are in the process of constructing a literary response essay for the Letters about Litera-

ture essay contest.  For more information, follow this link http:/lettersaboutliterature.org/.  Students will be sub-

mitting their work to the contest through their reading teacher as well as receiving grades in class.  Additionally, 

students have an extra credit opportunity with the Young Southern Writers contest.  Students may enter 1 essay 

(prose) or 1 poem (or 1 essay and 1 poem).  Entries must be typed and submitted to their teacher by December 2, 

2011ðfollow the directions or entries will not be read.  For more information, follow this link httl://www/

artsedcouncil.org/page/programs/school-outreach/yssw-quidelines.  Please encourage your child to read and keep 

readingðit is the best way to help your child succeed. 

ñAny book that helps a child to form a habit of reading, to make reading one of his deep and continuing needs, is 

good for him,ò  -Maya Angelou 

Mrs. Holloway & Mrs. Johnson, 6th grade Language Arts 
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7th Grade  

8th Grade  
Language Arts is finishing up The Diary of Anne Frank and will begin reading The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. 
We are also wrapping up the Complements unit in Grammar and will begin our writing unit on Expository 
Writing, which will prepare the students for the TCAP Writing Assessment in February. ͖

In Science we are beginning to get into the states of matter and physical and chemical properties and 
changes.  Mrs. Mcdaniel and Mr. Lewis will both be doing plenty of hands on experiments and demonstrations 
to help teach these topics. ͖ ͖

In U.S. History classes, Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Surratt are both beginning the "Road to the Revolution".  "Where 
did the Tea Party get it's name?"  Well..if you pay attention in History class you will know.  We are also dis-
cussing and learning about taxation without representation and all of the conflicts that led up to our country's 
birth. 

Library News...  
The fall Book Fair (in the HMS library) will end at noon on Friday, November 4th, but through Nov. 7th 
you can place an order ONLINE at http://www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfiars/2925000 .  Find some-
thing for everyone from preschool to adult and all orders will be shipped to the school for free.  Our 
school will receive credit for any orders placed!  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped during the 
fair.  We could not have done it without you!!  

é.Jamie C. Isenhour, Library Media Specialist  

 

In Science, we are in motion! Velocity, speed, acceleration & Newtonôs Laws were introduced with our  

Domino Lab.  Students used math tiles & stopwatches to calculate speed using the SI systemðaka the Metric  

system. 

,,,Mrs. OôConnor 

 

In Language Arts, we are working on our 2nd Personal Narrative, focusing on sensory details and our heart 

moment of the story.  We have also started an authorôs study of Edgar Allan Poe and we are planning a field 

trip to UTC to see a play, ñThe House of Poeò on November 4th. 

...Mrs. Byars 

Art Newsé. 

 

A special Thank You to Mr. Weger for creating the Halloween Dance picture backdrop.   

It was AWESOME !!  
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PTSA News  

Chorus Newsé 
Wow! The chorus is going strong this semester!!  We have 11 students representing HMS at the 

East TN Vocal Associationõs All-East Middle School Honor Choir Festival, this year being held at 

Abbaõs House right here in Hixson.  Sopranos are: Hali Morgan, Savannah Walker, Samantha Dove 

& Reece Dodd; Altos are: Amber Hosford, Katie Wood, Alexah Hoopingarner & Mykayla Buchannan; 

Baritones are: Cody Collins, Tyler Standridge & Kameron Sullivan.  

 

Our annual Veteranõs Day Program is coming up on Friday, Nov. 11th at 1pm in the gym.  All Veter-

ans are invited and there will be a reception in the library beginning at Noon, with the program 

starting at 1pm.  Our Chorus Holiday Concert is set for Dec. 12th at 6:30pm in the gym.  

   é.Mr. Brian Ailey, Chorus Director/Music Teacher   

Did you know Mr. Ailey is a COMPOSER? He has composed music for a play being presented at UTC starting 

Fri., Oct. 28th called òThe House of Poeó.  We are offering a field trip to see a performance on Friday, No-

vember 4th for the 7th grade teams and all of Mr. Aileyõs classes.  Congratulations Mr. Ailey!! 

Band Newsé 
The band, choir & orchestra annual Citrus Fruit Sale will go through Nov. 18th.  20lb 

boxes of navel oranges, juice oranges, tangelos and ruby red grapefruit are only $20.  

Mixed boxes (all 4 fruits) are $23 for the 20lb box.  Ask your favorite band, choir or 

orchestra student to place an order or call Mr. Rose @ HMS, 847 -4810 ext.230.  

 

HMS/HHS band concert in the HMS Gym on December 15th.  Starts at 6:30pm.  Dress 

code: white collared shirt, black pants & black shoes.  

é.Mr. Hans Rose, Band teacher 

And the Winners areéé 

 
The Box Tops have been counted and the class winners 

are:  6th Mrs. Holloway 

  7th Mrs. Powell 

  8th Mr. Lewis 

 

These classes will receive a dress down day! 

 

Continue to send in those Box Tops.  The next dead-

line is in February.  Be sure to include our homeroom 

teacherôs name on the baggie/envelope when you send 

them in.  No name means no credit for your class.  

 

Thanks for your support of HMS! 

A Special Thank You to 

Huddle House 

For providing breakfast for classrooms 

& our Grand Breakfast 

 
The PTSA would like to encourage our HMS 

community to show your appreciation by  

supporting our local businesses 
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Sports  

Soccer Schedule: 
 

Nov. 1st  Loftis @ HHS 
  Boys at 5pm 

  Girls at 6:30pm 

Nov. 7th  CSLA @ HHS 
  Boys at 5:15pm 

  Girls at 6:30pm 

Nov. 8th Hunter @ HHS 
  Girls at 5pm 

  Boys at 6:30pm 

Nov. 15th  Signal Mtn. @ Signal Mtn. 
  Boys at 5pm 

  Girls at 6:30pm 

Nov. 17th Loftis @ Middle Valley 
  Girls at 4pm 

  Boys at 5:15pm 

Nov. 29th  East Hamilton @ HHS 
  Girls at 3:30pm 

  Boys at 4:45pm 

 

Tournament Dec. 5thð9th 

Details TBA 

 

Basketball Schedule: 

 

 

 

 

Date 

Nov. 1st 

Nov. 3rd 

Nov. 7th 

Nov. 8th 

Nov. 10th 

Nov. 14th 

Nov. 15th 

Nov. 17th 

Nov. 29th 

  

Opponent / Place  

East Hamilton @ Hix-

son 

Soddy Daisy @ SD 

Ooltewah @ Ooltewah 

Loftis @ Hixson 

Red Bank @ Hixson 

East Ridge @ Hixson 

Signal Mtn. @ Signal Mtn. 

East Hamilton @ East Hamilton 

Brown @ Hixson 

Game Times: 

GJV 3:45pm  GV 6:15pm 

BJV 5:00pm  BV 7:30pm 

Go Wildcats!! 

Roster for Girls team: 

Rachel Worley  Vanessa Nocho 

Emilee Swafford  Kourtni Odum 

Kinsey Woods  Haleigh Raber 

Jazmin Simpkins  Kelsey Holden 

Karmin Nevels  Jada Johnson 

Morghan White   

Roster for Boys team: 

Tevaurus Weaver  Canon Nunley  

Joel Salazar  Jacob Westerfield 

Niko Simpkins  Trey Coleman 

Robert Ragsdale  Dejeon Gibson 

Michael Battle  Keyshun Bradley 

Jaylen Benn  Kentrell Evans 

Thomas Sales  Dylan Bargerstock 

Lucas Alameda  Brandon Carver 
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Dates To Remember  

Our Muffins with Moms was a  

HUGE Success. 

We had around 100 Moms!! 

Thanks to all who participated. 

November 2011 Events 
1st-4th Book Fair continues (closes @ noon on 

4th)  

 Soccer vs Loftis at Hixson 5-6:30pm 

2nd HMS GRAND Breakfast 7am-8:30am 

3rd Basketball @SDMS 

7th Soccer vs CSLA @ Hixson 5-6:30pm 

 Music Dept. Pictures  (Activity Room) 

 Basketball @ OMS 

8th  Picture Make-up Day 7:15amð12pm 

 Soccer vs Hunter @ Hixson 

 Basketball LMS @ HMS 

10th Basketball RBMS @ HMS 

 Soccer vs Ooltewah @ Redoubt  

 5-6:30pm 

11th Veteranôs Day Concert 

 Progress Reports 
14th  Basketball ERMS @ HMS  

15th Basketball @ SMMS 

 Soccer vs Signal @ Signal 5-6:30pm 

17th Basketball @ EHMS 

 Soccer vs Loftis @ Middle Valley  

 4-5:15pm 

18th  All East Middle School Honor Choir  

 Rehearsal 7-9:30pm @ Abbaôs House 

19th Junior Band Clinic Tryouts @ Ocoee 

Middle  School  9am-4pm (Cleveland, TN) 

 GameDay Cheerleading Competition 

 10am-5pm @ HMS Gymnasium 

 East TN Vocal Associationôs All East  

 Chorus Festival 8am-4pm @ Abbaôs 

 House  

23rd-25th  THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  

29th Basketball BMS @ HMS 

 Soccer vs East Hamilton @ Hixson  

 3:30-4:45pm 

 

 

Save the Dateé. 
 

What: HMS/HHS Band Concert 

When: December 15th 

Where: HMS Gymnasium  
 

If you would like to receive the HMS  

Newsletter via email, please send email to: 

news@hixsonmiddle.com to be added to our 

email list. 

Thanks 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Library needs volunteers on daily or 

weekly basis (see Mrs. Isenhour) 

Parents of 8th grade students:  If you and your child are interested in participating in the 

Washington group trip later this year, please contact Leigh Ann Goebel for information:  

(423) 503-0654 or email hixsonmiddledctrip@gmail.com.  This is NOT a school-sponsored 

trip!  This is parents taking a group trip at a group rate and offering the same opportunity to 

other 8th grade students and families!  The trip date is March 30 through April 3rd.  It will be 

first come first serve and registration deadline is Friday, November 4th. 
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October Character Ed Nominees 
 

Mrs. Bowenôs class: 

   Kenshala Sutton 

  Justin Kelly 

 

6th Grade: Alec Johnson 

  Marjorie Demonbren 

 

7th Grade: Kayla Collins 

  Carlos Pascual 

 

8th Grade: Joe Julian 

  Angel Salinas 

  Caitlin Benton 

  Hannah Jones 

 

These students were selected by their 

teachers to represent the trait of  

Responsibility. 

Celebrating Students 

Halloween Dance Costume Contest 

Winneré..Collin Keef 

Thanks Mr. Weger for the AWESOME backdrop  

for the Halloween Dance pictures! 


